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UM GROUP W ILL FAST, MARCH FOR RELEASE OF CHINESE POLITICAL PRISONER 
MISSOULA—
A local organization will hold a march and a 24-hour fast Saturday, April 25, to demand the 
release of the 8-year-old Panchen Lama, the world’s youngest political prisoner and the second-most 
important Tibetan Buddhist leader.
Organized by Students for a Free Tibet at The University of Montana, the fast will begin at 
sunrise on April 25 and extend until sunrise the next day. Fasters are asked to take no solid or liquid 
food for 24 hours. March participants will meet at the Missoula County Courthouse at noon and then 
march to Bonner Park.
According to Students for a Free Tibet, the Panchen Lama, his family and a group of 
Buddhist monks were taken prisoner by the People’s Republic of China on May 17, 1995. All still 
are missing, and there has been no indication they are alive.
April 25 is the Panchen Lama’s ninth birthday, and groups supporting Tibet across the U.S. 
are organizing fasts and rallies demanding his release. The Tibetan flag also will be raised at the 
Capitol in Helena.
Buddhists believe the Panchen Lama is responsible for protecting, liberating and enlightening 
the Tibetan people. He is thought to be one of the emanations of Amitabha Buddha, the Wisdom 
Buddha.
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